The unity of Propertius IV 9 is insured by recourse to the same formal device Propertius uses in his other aetiological poems, an echoing in the conclusion of the tone struck at the outset. In IV 2, 1-2, for example, Propertius introduces the multiform god Vertumnus and promises a careful celebration of his varied manifestations:
Qui mirare meas tot in uno corpore formas, accipe Vertumni signa paterna dei.
He unwinds his elaboration and comes to a sharp halt: sex supeyant versus (line 57). This is followed by a quip, notifying us of the lighthearted 2) but formal character of the poem, and a closing "thank you" to the artist Mamurius Veturius who created the image of the god Vertumnus addressing us in the poem: qui me tot docilem 3) potuisti fundere in usus.
unum opus est, operi non datur unus honos. 
